
End of Year DofE Report – Marc Kirby July 2019  

Context: Riverside has been participating in the DofE Award since 2015/16; completing the Bronze Award with 

around 5 to 10 students. This is the first year we have attempted to complete the Silver Award, teaming up with 

Woodside’s DofE project. 

What is the D of E Award?: The Duke of Edinburgh’s Award Scheme is a prestigious, world leading youth 

achievement programme, that over a quarter of a million young people embark on each year. Students can achieve 

three levels: Bronze, Silver and Gold. Apart from having a great time, the award helps young people build greater 

confidence, self-esteem, resilience and teamwork skills. The achievement is highly regarded by colleges, universities 

and employers as it encompasses many of the key attributes they look for, in addition to academic qualifications. 

There are four sections to the award: Skill, Volunteering, Physical and Expedition, each encourages students to try 

different things, gain new experiences and make a difference in the local community. Students can choose what they 

do for Skill, Volunteering and Physical; but examples include learning a musical instrument, volunteering and playing  

football. 

Partnership with Woodside: This year we have partnered with Woodside to complete the Silver Award in the 

Expeditions section. The Expeditions have been and will be completed together; with students working together to 

support one another hike and navigate through the planned route. Riverside and Woodside students socialised and 

played Rounders together during the evening times. There is one more joint expedition in the last week of term, but 

feedback from students and staff from both schools has been extremely positive.  All students from both schools 

participating are expected to achieve the Silver Award. 

Benefits to students: 

 Students’ future Further Education and employment prospects are greatly improved; employers, colleges 

and universities value DofE Awards (UCAS specifically encourages young people to mention their DofE 

achievement when applying). 

 Students can develop positive relationships with peers and staff outside of the classroom, benefiting them 

throughout their school life. 

 Their commitment to the school and school life is improved through DofE activities  

 They can interact with other students on a level playing field; any student of any ability can start their DofE 

programme. 

Progress: Students started the Skill, Volunteering, and Physical components of the Award in October 2018 and then 

completed them throughout the year. The most challenging part of the award is the Expedition section. Students 

complete two Expeditions, one practice and one qualifying. The expedition is over three days and two nights. 

Walking in groups, students navigate their way along a planned route, carrying all of their kit in a rucksack, including 

a tent, stove, food and personal kit. On reaching the campsite, students set up their tent and cook their dinner on a 

stove, before getting up early the following day to continue their expedition. Students are taught all of the skills 

needed for a safe and successful expedition during our expedition training day, developing skills such as map 

reading, navigation, first aid, food and cooking.  

Practice Expedition: 

 Wednesday 26th June – Friday 28th June 2019 

 Broadstone Warren Scout Camp, Lewes Rd, Forest Row RH18 5JS 

 Blackland Farm Guide Camp, Grinstead Ln, East Grinstead RH19 4HP 

Qualifier Expedition: 

 Monday 15th July – Wednesday 17th July 2019 

 Henfold Lakes, Henfold Ln, Beare Green, Dorking RH5 4RW 

 Etherley Farm, Leith Hill Ln, Ockley, Dorking RH5 5PA 


