
WORK EXPERIENCE 2018/19 

 

Background 

All year 11 students in Teams 1 and 2 have weekly off-site work experience placements on Thursdays 

throughout their last year of school to help them prepare for post-16 education and the world of work, or 

future training or supported activities later as adults. Placements develop independence skills as well 

as raising self-esteem and creating curriculum variety for these students. Some providers are paid to 

provide teaching/tutoring, others offer an unpaid service. 

Team 1 students can choose from a range of independent placements, including office or care work in 

local nurseries, mainstream primary schools and special schools; repairing bicycles at a bicycle repair 

shop, work in the My Action for Kids offices (a national charity which supports children and young 

people with disabilities towards independence); restaurant service and music production in The 

Chocolate Factory in the Wood Green Industrial Area, and assisting speech and language therapists in 

delivering SMILE programmes to complex-needs students at Riverside. 

Team 2 students are supported in small groups in their placements by their teaching assistants.  

Groups can go to the Harington Scheme in Highgate, a training scheme for people with disabilities 

where a range of horticultural skills are taught; the local Sunshine garden centre which can deliver an 

earlier level of gardening skills, or planting and growing at Edible Gardeners (an organic fruit and 

vegetable growing company). Providers of Team 2 placements use drawings and symbols, alongside 

speech, to explain to the students the jobs they are undertaking. Makaton signing is also used when the 

provider has this skills set. 

2018/19 

Team 1 placements 

1 student to a local special school, work as a classroom teaching assistant 

1 student to a local primary school , working as a classroom teaching assistant 

1 student to a local primary school , working as the PE teacher’s assistant 

1 student to a bicycle cycle repair shop, working as a bicycle mechanic 

1 student to My Action for Kids, working as an administrative assistant 

Team 2 placements 

7 students went to the Harington Scheme in Highgate (see above for details). 
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